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j (Icpnrtmes, both abow anci ~ ~ o w  the normal, occnrriiig at 

No icebergs were reported in, or to the soutliwarci of, the 
1 trans-Atlaiitic track after tlic, 34tli, :tiit1 but few were encoun- 
Itered i n ,  H U ~  to tlie eastmard of, the Strait of‘ Bello Isle and 

i In tlie prepnr:i,t,ion of this REVIEW tlie following data, 
Doscriptions of t,he storms wliicli OCc11rred Over tlie north received up  t.o September 20, 1886, Imve been used, viz., the 

~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~  - V O L .  XIV. 
__ - - . __ - _ _  - 

INTRODUCTION. 

lOgici11 con(1itions whicli prerailec1 over the United States and I 
caUada during August, 18SG, based upon tho reports from t.he 
regular and voluntary observers of t.lie Signa1 Service 
co-oprating stnto \veather services. 

Tllis REVIEW contains a general summary of the meteor& I iit1j:iCClit stations. 

from 1 h~ewfounc~:iiic~ during tlie cnrly portion of tlic month. 

Atlalltic Oceaii during the mouth arc also given, and their 
Two hurricanes which 

pssec\ over the C;lribbe;tn SeiL and the Island of Cuba are 
In  tracing t’lie centres of tlie paths 

of theso storins, data from tlie reports of‘ one hundred and 
eightY-t\\‘o \~ssels Ii:ive beeu used. 

On chart i for this iuoiit,h ;ire traced the paths of fourteen 
areas of low pressure; the average nuinber for August during 
the last thirteen yenrs boing 0111~’  0.5.’ Tlie storm described 
tis Iluinber viii WNS very dcstructiw in  onstcrn Texas 011 tlio 
19th and 2W1, doing great dwmnge i n  Galveston, iiiiil corn- 
pleteiy dostroying the town of Indinnola. On this cliart is 

given ;i diagram showing the b:lrometric conditions 
provailiiig in the immediate vicinity of Indianola a t  7 a. 
m. of tho 20tI1, a t  which time the storm w a s  ceutral near that  
place. 

The report by Prof. T. 0. Mendenhall, Assistant, on tho 
earthquake which occurred on the 31st of August in the 
eastorli portion of the Unitod States, is an interesting feature 
0s this REVIEW. Tho report is based lipon data collected 
from Signal Sorvice observations, thunder-storm and torllado 
reports, aiid other sources. The reports from tlie regular 
Signal Service obsorrors were speci;llly \~all1:lble in determin- 
i n g  tho timo of occurrence and iuterisity of tlio shock in 
different portions of the conntry. Chart number vii exhibits 
lilies of oqual intonsity of the shock as determined from a 
c:ireful examination of tile data. 

Chart number viii shows the :itmosplierical conditions, iso- 
bars, isotherms, and wind-directions accoinpn~i~~ing the tor- 
nadoes i ~ ]  western Now York on August l G t l i ,  :tt 3 1). m e  

Tho drought in the central sections mas broken on tlie u t i l  
and 13th by tho copious rainfalls accompanying the heavy 
thunder and wind storms that occurrod in ~learly a11 parts of 
tho afflictod districts on those days. 

Tlio mean atmospheric pressure for tho mouth is below tho 
normal in nearly all parts of tlio country. 

I n  all parts of the country lying east of the hlississippi 
River, and in Louisiana aud eastern Texas, the mean tempera- 
turo of tho lllontll is below tho normal. From tlie hlississippi 
River westward to the P.acitic Oco~ii  the month has been 
\varmer tlian t’ha nvernge. August. 

Tho procipi tation is very unequally distribtitec1, 111arl~ed 

p t h s  shown on cliart i. 

traced and described. 

rega1;ir tri-daily weather-charts, containing data of simulta- 
iieoiis obserwtions t:iken at ouo Iltinclred and thirty-three 
Signal Service .stations and twenty-two Canadim stations, as 
telegraplled to this office ; one liundred and fifty-nine monthly 
journals; one Iinndred and fifty-three monthly ~nenns from the 
former, :ind twenty-two montllly means from the lnttor ; two 
hundred and sovents-five moiithly rogistors from rolnntary ob- 
servers ; sixty-two niontlily registers from United States Army 
post surgeons j marine records ; international simul taneous ob- 
s e r \ ~ i o u s  ; marino reports through tho co-operation of the 
“New York Herald Weather Service;” abstracts of ships’ logs 
furnished by tlio publishers of “The Now York Maritime Regis- 
ter ;)’ inoutlily weather reports from the local meathor services 
of Alabama, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska, New 
England, Ohio, and Teunessee ; trustworthy newspaper ex- 
tracts, :ind special reports. 

ATMOSPHERIC PXESSURE. 
[Expressed i?r iirches and hundredths.] 

The distribution of mean pressure for August, 1886, deter- 
mined from the tri-daily telegraphic observations of t h e  Signal 
Service, is shown by isobarometric lines on chart ii. 

Tlic mean atmospheric pressuro for the month is very eqnally 
distributed over the country. An areti of comparatively high 
pressuro extends over the Lake region, middlo Atlantic states, 
south Atlantic stabs,  northern Florida, east Gulf‘ states, Ten- 
UCRSCO and Ohio Valloy; within the above districts tho ba- 
rometric means for the month vary from 20.03 at numerous sta- 
tions to 30.01 at Nashvillo, Tennessee. Another area of high 
pressure oxtends along the nortli Pacific coast, within this 
iirc:i the inoaii pressure varies from 29.96 a t  Portland, Oregon, 
to 30.00 at Fort Cunby, Washington Territory. The nrea of 
miiiimnm prossure riiuges from 20.80 to 29.85, and cover(3 
Novacla, western Utah, western Arizona, and eastern Cali- 
fornia. An area of low prossure, indicated by the isobar of 
29.86, extends over tlio lower Saint Luwrenco valley. 

Tlie doparturos, which aro nowliere very great, are in allnost, 
every cam below the normal. Tlie niean pressure is above the 
normal for August at throe statioris only, viz., Fort Apache, 
Arizona, Deadwood, Dakota, and Cedar Keys, Florida, ‘02, 
-01, mid .01, respectively. I n  the Lake region, New England, 
and tlie middlu and south Atl:iutic states, tho mean pressure 
for the month shows a deficiency of about .05, although at 
Sandy Hook and Atlantic City, Now Jersey, tho departures are 
.OS and .07, rospectively. Along tho Pacific coast the defi- 
ciencies rnngo from .02 to .07. The Iikrgest departures occi1): 
in tho Missouri Valloy, wliere they vary from .OG to .09. Sligllt 
deficiencies occur ovor a11 other portious of the Couiitry, aud 
vary from .01 to .OS. 


